
Your New Year’s celebration has probably 
come and gone, but in China, they’re 
just getting started. The Chinese lunar 
calendar determines their New Year, and 
in 2022, the celebration begins on Feb. 1.

In China, the Chinese New Year is called 
the Spring Festival, and it’s the country’s 
biggest holiday. The first seven days are 
public holidays, but the festival lasts for 
16 days in total. Families migrate from all 
over the country to gather on New Year’s 
Eve and spend the first few days of the 
celebration with relatives and friends.

Just like with our New Year, there are 
fireworks and parades. According to a 
thousands-year-old legend, the mythical 
beast Nian shows up every New Year’s 
Eve to eat people and livestock. People 
scared away the monster by wearing red 
and setting off firecrackers, traditions 

that continue into modern times. To 
welcome prosperity, performers put on 
public dragon dances and pray to the 
ancestors and gods, and children receive 
red envelopes filled with money as gifts.

One of the most widely known aspects 
of Chinese New Year is their zodiac 
system, which uses years, not months, 
to assign a person a sign and related 
characteristics. Since there are 12 
zodiac signs, each one takes its turn 
every 12 years. (If you are curious 
about your Chinese zodiac sign, visit 
ChineseNewYear.net/zodiac to find out!)

2022 is the Year of the Tiger. People 
unfamiliar with Chinese New Year 
traditions often assume their zodiac year 
should be good luck, but the opposite 
is true. If the zodiac sign you were born 
under matches the current year, you are 

said to experience Tai Sui — a clash with 
the reigning zodiac sign. During their 
zodiac year, people generally expect 
significant setbacks, and they take extra 
care to avoid instability or bad luck. One 
can mitigate Tai Sui by praying, doing 
good deeds, and wearing red.

If you plan to celebrate Chinese New Year, 
you can do so by putting up lots of red 
decorations, spending time with family, 
and eating plenty of dumplings. But be 
careful with a few other activities you 
might engage in — sweeping, cutting 
one’s hair, breaking an object, or arguing 
with others are all considered bad luck.

We recently tried a jury trial in St. Louis County. I was 
concerned about the case. Not because we didn’t have a great 
client (we did) or a good case for proving fault (we did), but 
this would be the firm’s first solo trial, and we were up against 
a seasoned vet with a lot of trial experience. We had no outside 
counsel to team up with. It was our lawyers, our office, our 
effort, our results. There would be no hiding from the result. 

I get a little nervous in these situations when we are doing 
something different. “Different” can go one of two ways: 
horrible or incredible. Well, I guess it can also go “indifferent.” 
But it is usually something like “the new way was awful, go 
back to the old way” versus “the old way was awful, we should 
have been doing it this new way.” And when the different way 
includes someone’s trial, the stakes are raised. There are no 
do-overs at trial.

I guess my wife could feel my stress. I know she could see the 
results of my absentmindedness the week leading up to trial. 
How do I know she could feel my stress and uncertainty? Well, 
after the verdict, she told me she had been prepared. She had 
saved a quote from the recently passed Sen. Bob Dole. I’ve 
copied it here. 

It’s a simple quote but means a lot. It is another version of 
“The Man in the Arena.” It basically says you have to try; you 
have to fail, and in doing so, you can succeed. It meant a lot 
that she was not worried about the outcome but that she was 
worried about me. She was concerned about my response, so 
she was prepared. 

So, how did the trial go? Well, the last offer from the insurance 
company was $70,000. The verdict from the jury after 
hearing all the evidence: $750,000.00. The defense lawyer 
had recommended a verdict of $20,000 to the jurors. They 
disagreed. This is a great result for this case and our client. I 
cannot be happier for her and for our office. The team did an 
amazing job putting this case together. 

The quote from my wife was not needed this time. But it will 
be needed another time. When that is, I don’t know. But you 
cannot exist in this business and never lose. You cannot take 
cases to trial and win every time. There are lawyers who are 
undefeated in trial. They are also winless. 

Losing hurts. It hurts today just as bad as it did when I was a 
kid. It still stings to the core and makes you 
reevaluate who you are and what you are doing. 
But losing is necessary. It is required. If we never 
lose, we never learn, we never empathize, and 
we lose out on the human experience. Losing is 
where your best self lies. Losing isn’t for losers. 
It is the foundation for winners. 
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WELCOMING THE YEAR OF THE TIGER
Happy Chinese New Year!

“Losing means that at least you were 
in the race. It means that when the 
whistle sounded, life did not find 
you watching from the sidelines.”

–Bob Dole
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On July 1, 1993, Robert Lee Brock made 
a mistake. By his own account, he had 
a few too many alcoholic beverages 
that evening, and in his drunken state, 
he committed breaking and entering, 
as well as grand larceny. Brock was 
arrested, and the court sentenced 
him to 23 years behind bars at the 
Indian Creek Correctional Center in 
Chesapeake, Virginia.

In 1995, Brock decided he deserved 
restitution. Reasoning that he had 
violated his own civil rights, he sued 
himself for $5 million. For his family’s 

pain and suffering, as well as his 
children’s college tuition, he requested 
$3 million. He also asked for $2 million 
to support his needs during his 23-year 
prison sentence.

Central to Brock’s claim was that, due to 
his drinking, “I caused myself to violate 
my religious beliefs. This was done 
by my going out and getting arrested, 
which caused me to be in prison.” And 
since he was a ward of the state, he 
explained that Virginia should pay the 
$5 million on his behalf. After all, he was 
incarcerated and unable to work, and 
the state was responsible for his care. 
Plus, he promised to pay the money 
back after his release.

In a move that shocked no one (except, 
perhaps, Brock), Judge Rebecca Beach 
Smith dismissed his case. While she 
did call his claim “ludicrous,” she also 
praised his creativity, stating that he 

“presented an innovative approach to 
civil rights litigation.”

Perhaps the lawsuit against himself 
wasn’t his first or last attempt at 
legal restitution. He once filed 29 
complaints in a single year. Due to the 
repeated suits, the court removed his 
ability to file further litigation. “None 
of Brock’s allegations have ever been 
found by any court to have any merit,” 
the decision read. “Because Brock’s 
repeated, frivolous claims have placed 
a significant burden on this court, as 
well as on the district court ... we hereby 
impose sanctions upon Brock.”

Brock’s case ranked No. 3 on Time 
Magazine’s list of Top 10 Outrageous 
Legal Battles. So, while he didn’t 
achieve wealth, he did gain fame. It 
was an impressive feat for a man who 
found a novel way to take personal 
responsibility for his actions.

Valentine’s Day isn’t just for adults. Let your kids know they 
are the most important loves in your life with these sweet, 
inexpensive ideas that the whole family can enjoy! Your 
children will remember these traditions for years to come.

Make a special Valentine’s Day breakfast.
Guess what? Pink pancakes, pink milk, and even pink 
eggs are a thing! With strawberry milk, food coloring and 
strawberries in the pancakes, and food coloring in the 
eggs, you’ll have an effortless and special breakfast for 
the little ones.

Tip: Set the table the night before after the kids go to 
bed to make serving Valentine’s Day breakfast easier the 
next morning.

Create Valentine’s Day cards for each kid.
Tell your children all of your favorite things about them 
with their own personalized cards. There are so many ways 
you can get crafty with construction paper and glitter. Your 
kids are sure to love getting mommy-made or daddy-made 
one-of-a-kind valentines.

Bake Valentine’s 
Day goodies 
together.
What’s better than 
baking with your 
little ones? If you are 
short on time, you can 
find premade dough, usually 
with a Valentine’s Day theme. 
Or, you can try out your skills with heart-shaped cookie 
cutters and sprinkles. It can get messy, but it’s worth it!

Wrap up a small Valentine’s Day gift.
Whether it’s a Valentine’s Day outfit, candy, a teddy bear, 
or a necklace, it doesn’t have to be big or costly! Your 
children will enjoy feeling the love, and they’ll be excited 
to get something new. Don’t forget to have fun with the 
wrapping! Most stores have Valentine’s Day gift bags and 
wrapping paper around this time of year.

Your baby valentines have stolen your heart — make sure 
they know it by spreading the love! Happy Valentine’s Day!

In most areas of law, attorneys bill by the hour. Hourly rates are 
often very high, which puts legal representation out of reach 
for many people who need help. Personal injury law is quite 
different. The people we represent are typically not wealthy, 
and after their injury, they are frequently struggling with lost 
wages, medical bills, and other financial setbacks. They cannot 
afford thousands of dollars upfront or even on a payment plan.

Enter contingency fees. Under this arrangement, the amount 
you pay your attorney is determined by the amount of the 
recovery (the total amount of money you receive from the 
settlement or judgment). If the attorney can secure a recovery, 
they will take a percentage-based fee. If, however, no recovery 
is procured, the attorney will not receive payment for their 
work on the case. (You will, however, still likely need to pay 
court costs and expenses related to recovering evidence.)

The amount of your contingency fee will likely depend on several 
factors, including the attorney you choose and the complexity of 
your case. The riskier it is — meaning the less likely it is to result 

in a recovery — the higher the contingency fee your attorney 
will likely charge. This structure allows attorneys to take more 
difficult cases than they would otherwise.

When evaluating contingency fees, some clients experience 
sticker shock. Contingency fees may seem high, but like in 
many other areas of life, you tend to get what you pay for. An 
attorney charging a low contingency fee often also has a low 
success rate; they’re trying to lure clients who would otherwise 
choose someone more experienced. It’s also important to note 
the risk your attorney takes in accepting a case on a contingent 
basis — if they lose, they’ve done hours of work for free.

Contingency fees allow us to help clients who would 
otherwise be least able to afford an attorney. Though the 
contingency fee is only one aspect you should consider, 
you should always understand its structure before hiring 
an attorney. We want our clients to feel comfortable and 
confident in their representation and its costs, so we will be 
glad to answer any questions you may have.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
What’s the Deal With Contingency Fees?

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
With Your Little Sweethearts

YOUR REFERRALS 
MEAN THE 
WORLD TO US

There is no greater 
compliment we can 
receive than a client 
telling a friend or loved 
one about us. If you know 
somebody who has been 
injured and needs an 
attorney who will fight 
on their behalf and give 
their case the attention 
it deserves, please pass 
along this newsletter and 
have them give us a call at  
314-293-4222. Thank you 
for spreading the word 
about Finney Injury Law.

MEDITERRANEAN STUFFED 
CHICKEN BREAST 

• 2 chicken breasts
• 2 oz mozzarella, cubed
• 2 canned artichoke 

hearts, chopped
• 4 tsp sun-dried 

tomatoes, chopped
• 10 large basil leaves, 

chopped
• 2 cloves garlic, 

chopped
• 1/2 tsp curry powder
• 1/2 tsp paprika
• Salt and pepper, 

to taste

This succulent chicken stuffed with cheese, artichokes, and sun-dried tomatoes 
is impressive on the plate but easy in the kitchen! Our recipe makes 2 servings.

1. Preheat oven to 365 F. 
2. Cut a slit lengthwise to create a pocket in 

the middle of each chicken breast. Place 
the breasts on a baking sheet. 

3. In a medium bowl, combine the mozzarella, 
artichoke hearts, tomatoes, basil, and garlic. 

4. Divide the mixture in half and stuff each 
chicken breast pocket. Using toothpicks, 
seal the edges of the pockets. 

5. Season the chicken with curry, paprika, salt, 
and pepper, then bake for 20 minutes or 
until the chicken reaches 165 F. 

6. Remove the toothpicks and serve with rice, 
potatoes, salad, or roasted vegetables!

INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS
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